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For Spying Out Loud! 


W hen the news broke 
of the arrest of the 
CIA employee 
accused of spying for the 
Russians, all of Washington 
was shocked. 

The White House could not 
believe that the Russians 
would hire a “mole” to pass 
along American secrets. The 
State Department also found 
itself in a state of disbelief, as 
did the Justice Department, 
the Small Business 
Administration and the 
Department of Agriculture. 

No matter wher6 you went 
there was gloom in the air. 
One of the president's top 
advisers, “Mr. X,” asked me, 
“How could a nation like 
Russia spy on the United 
States, the only friend and ally 
it has in the world?” 

“Maybe it was some 
over-the-hill KGB types who 
hired Ames just to keep in 
practice.” 

“We don’t accept that. 
Spying is a hostile act, and 
Yeltsin knew when he met 
with President Clinton that 
Moscow had a mole in 
Langley.” 

“One thing really puzzles 
me,” I said. “What had the 
Russians planned on doing 
with the information?" 

“They wanted to make 
themselves look good again in 
spy novels. What hurts is that 
they say Ames was paid with 
the money that we gave 
Yeltsin to straighten out his 
country. You don’t use USAID 
funds to spy on the country 
that gave it to you in the first 
place ” 

“What possessed Ames to 
work for the other side?” 
“Greed, plus a feeling that 


he wasn’t appreciated by his 
own side and a 1992 Jaguar.” 
“He wanted a Jaguar that 
bad?” 

“Doesn't everybody?” 

I then asked the nuclear 
question: “Do you think we 
still spy on the Russians?” 

The aide was horrified. “Do 
you expect me to answer that 
question?” 

“I think I do.” 

“The United States would 
consider it an intrusion into 
that country’s internal affairs 
if we had agents there on our 
payroll.” 

“Are you sure?” 

“We have nobody working 
for us in Moscow with the 
possible exception of one or 
two Cabinet members, a 
half-dozen generals and 
Yeltsin’s tennis pro. But we 
are only gathering information 
that is in the public domain. 
The CIA has strict orders not 
to accept any Russian 
intelligence if it is given to 
them on microfilm.” 

“Do you think double agents 
should be punished severely?” 
“They should get the works, 
which includes a good whack 
on the knees from Tonya 
Harding’s associates.” 

“What does the United 
States expect Yeltsin to do to 
make amends?” 

“He has to bring to trial the 
people who hired the 
American turncoats and use 
them as a lesson to other 
Russian agents who might be 
tempted to discover our 
secrets.” 

“What about Ames’s wife?” 
“We can’t do anything about 
her. The CIA is an equal 
opportunity employer.” 

£> 1 994 , Los Angeles Times Syndicate 



